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INTER-AMERICAN

BAR ASSOCIATION

JOHN 0. DAHLGREN
Secretary General
Inter-American Bar Association

BACKGROUND OF THE ASSOCIATION
Since the Inter-American Bar Association will be holding its XX
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, April 30 to May 7, 1977, in celebration
of the bicentennial of the United States, it is appropriate to give a brief
background of the history, objectives and accomplishments of the Association.
In the years prior to World War II an increasingly large number of
progressive lawyers became conscious of the importance of the Rule of
Law in the protection of democratic institutions of the Western Hemisphere. This group believed that the development of closer relations in all
of the nations of the Western Hemisphere was a necessary step to promote
the Rule of Law and to advance the best interests of the legal profession.
It was also apparent that, to achieve these objectives, a permanent and
impartial forum for the exchange of professional views and information
would be required. To fill this need, the Inter-American Bar Association
was founded in Washington, D.C., on May 16, 1940, by a group of distinguished lawyers and jurists representing forty-four professional organizations from 17 nations of the Western Hemisphere. William Roy Vallance,
a former President of the Federal Bar Association, was the Secretary General of the Association from its inception until his death in 1967.
As stated by Article I of its Constitution, the objectives of the Association are:
To establish and maintain relations between associations and
organizations of lawyers, national and local, in the various countries
of the Americas, to provide a forum for exchange of views;
To advance the science of jurisprudence in all its phases and
particularly the study of comparative law; to promote uniformity of
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laws; to further the diffusion of knowledge of the laws of the various
countries throughout the Americas;
To promote the rule of law and the administration of justice
through the establishment and maintenance of independent judicial
systems in all the countries of the Americas;
To insure in this manner, and in such other ways as may be
feasible, the preservation and defense of human rights and liberties
and guarantee to the peoples of this hemisphere the free exercise of
their civil and political rights under the democratic principles on
which these nations were founded;
To uphold the honor of the profession of the law; to encourage
cordial intercourse and fellowship among the lawyers of the Western
Hemisphere; and to meet in conference from time to time for the
discussion of matters of interest to the profession and for the purpose
of the Association.
Article II of the Constitution provides for membership by professional
organizations as well as membership by individual lawyers, as follows:
The Association shall be composed of national associations, constituent regional associations and other organizations of lawyers
throughout the Americas, which shall have been duly admitted to
membership, as well as of individual members who shall be citizens
and lawyers of good reputation of nations of the Western Hemisphere.
The directing bodies of the Association are the Council and the
Executive Committee. The Council is elected by the Conference. Each
independent nation or self-governing dominion is represented in the Council by one member named by each National Member Association and
such additional members as provided by the Constitution and By-laws.
The Executive Committee is in charge of the direction, administration and
government of the Association when the Council is not in session. It is
composed of the President of the Association, the Secretary General, the
Secretary, the Treasurer and five Councilors elected by the Council.
The most important single sphere of activity of the Association is
the biennial conference held in various countries throughout the hemisphere. At each conference, the permanent committees of the Association,
which presently number 21 and are divided into 34 sections, meet separately to exchange information and ideas on legal matters of interest to
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the lawyers of the Americas, their respective governments and international organizations. After due deliberation, each committee usually presents resolutions and recommendations to the Council for consideration
and referral to the General Assembly for further consideration and adoption. Once adopted by the General Assembly, the resolutions are disseminated to all members of the Association, the OAS and other international organizations, and the governments of the countries of the Western Hemisphere.
Much of the Association's work is done through its committees which
cover public and private international law, constitutional law, municipal
and civil law, commercial law, civil and commercial procedure, integration, administrative law, legal education and legal documentation, human
rights, activities of lawyers, natural resources, military law, space and
nuclear law, and food and drug law.
Since its inception, the Association has held nineteen successful conferences, as follows:
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
X
XI
XIlI
XIlii
XIV
XV
XVI
XVII
XVIII
XIX

Havana, Cuba, 1941
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1943
Mexico City, Mexico, 1944
Santiago, Chile, 1945
Lima, Per6, 1947
Detroit, Michigan, 1949
Montevideo, Uruguay, 1951
Sao Paulo, Brazil, 1954
Dallas, Texas, 1956
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1957
Miami, Florida, 1.959
Bogota, Colombia, 1961
Panama City, Panama, 1963
San Juan, Puerto Rico, 1965
San Jose, Costa Rica, 1967
Caracas, Venezuela, 1969
Quito, Ecuador, 1972
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1973
Cartagena, Colombia, 1975

Former presidents of the Association include distinguished jurists
from the United States and Latin America. The current president is Dr.
Felipe S. Casanova, a prominent Venezuelan lawyer.
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CONFERENCE-

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

The XX Conference of the Association to be held in Atlanta, Georgia,
May 1977 will be the first Conference in the United States since 1959. The
central theme for the Conference, "Constitutional Development in the
Countries of the Americas, Beginning with the Constitution in Philadelphia" will be the subject of a paper to be prepared by experts from the
United States and Latin America. This paper will be distributed to all
the delegates and will be thoroughly considered at a Plenary Session during the Conference. The Conference agenda will also include numerous
subjects of current interest and of particular importance in the Western
Hemisphere. The tentative agenda for the Conference was published in
8 LAw. AM. 941 (1976).
Those interested in obtaining further information on the Conference
and also regarding membership, may contact the Secretary General, John
0. Dahlgren, Esq., at the IABA Executive Headquarters, Suite No. 315,
1730 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.
INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
THE ASSOCIATION
Inter-American Academy of Internationaland Comparative Law
The Inter-American Academy of International and Comparative Law
was founded as a permanent adjunct to the Inter-American Bar Association, pursuant to a resolution adopted by the First Conference of the Association in 1941. The purpose of the Academy is to advance the science of
jurisprudence in all of its phases with special emphasis on the study of
comparative law.
The headquarters of the Academy was in Havana where 11 successful sessions were held. In 1963, the site of the Academy was transferred to Lima, Per6, where several sessions were held under the presidency of the distinguished Peruvian jurist, Dr. Andres Aramburu Menchaca.
In 1973 the site was changed from Lima to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
where an active program has been conducted. Since 1973, the President
of the Academy has been the distinguished Brazilian lawyer, Dr. Haroldo
Valladao, Praia do Flamengo 386, Apt. 90, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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Inter-American Bar Foundation
The Inter-American Bar Foundation was chartered April 1, 1957, as
a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation under the auspices of the InterAmerican Bar Association. The Foundation was organized to work in
cooperation with the Association by providing a vehicle to receive and
disburse funds donated for the support of educational, literary, scientific
and charitable projects designated to promote the study of law and improve the administration of justice in the Western Hemisphere.
The Foundation has organized several workshops in Latin American
countries and in the United States on subjects of contemporary legal
interest. It also manages an international educational exchange and training program for young lawyers.
The President of the Foundation is Charles R. Norberg, Esq., 1819
H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.
Inter-American Association on Fiscal Law
The Inter-American Association on Fiscal Law was established in
Santa Fe, Argentina, in 1972, pursuant to a resolution adopted at the
First Inter-American Congress on Taxation which was organized by the
Inter-American Bar Association Committee on Fiscal Law. Since it was
established, the Association has held several workshops in Argentina and
has a substantial membership consisting of tax law experts, professors of
fiscal law, judges and interested organizations.
At the XVIII Conference of the Inter-American Bar Association, a
resolution was adopted in support of a project to create an Information
Center on Fiscal Law. The Inter-American Association on Fiscal Law is
now engaged in the creation of a center in Rosario, Argentina.
Those interested in further information regarding membership may
contact the President of the Inter-American Association on Fiscal Law,
Dr. Manuel de Juano, Moreno 580, Rosario, Argentina.
Inter-American Copyright Institute
The Inter-American Copyright Institute was created pursuant to a
resolution adopted at the XVIII Conference of the Inter-American. Bar
Association. The Institute is a non-profit private international association,
the purpose of which is to promote the study and progress of effective
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protection of the rights of intellectual property in the Americas, coordinating the efforts of specialists as well as of entities wanting to contribute
to the broadest defense of such rights. Its headquarters is the University of
Sao Paulo Law School, Largo San Francisco 95, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Further information on the Institute may be obtained by contacting
its President, Prof. Antonio Chaves, Ave. Sao Luis, 268, Apt. 11-B, SAo
Paulo, Brazil, or its Secretary General, Dr. Natalio Chediak, 1301 Salzedo,
Apt. 4, Coral Gables, Florida 33134.

